Department of Energy
Richland Operations Office
P.0. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

A 37 1%

96-PAD-63684

Mr. Ralph Arcaro
DNFSB Technical Staff
625 Indiana Avenue, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20004
Dear Mr. Arcaro:
TANK WASTE REMEDIATION SYSTEM PRIVATIZATION
Attached is a note from Mr. Don Vieth which transmits to you a copy of a

briefing package used for discussions with representatives of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. The discussions focused on Tank Waste Remediation
System (TWRS) privatization. If additional assistance or more information is
desired, you may contact me at (509) 376-1890, or contact Mr. Vieth, TWRS, at
(509) 373-9189.

Sincerely,

J Ou

ST Juma

S. L. Trine, RL/DNFSB Liaison
PAD:SLT Performance Assessment Division
Enclosure
cc W/ encl:
D. Gupta, EM-38
M. A. Mikolanis, EH-9
J. C. Tseng, EM-4

M. B. Whitaker, EH-9
L. M. Morgan, PAI



EhcLosuré

December 26, 1995
To: Ralph Arcaro
Subject: Copy of Briefing Package used with NRC

One of the issues we are dealing with is who should provide for the radiological
and nuclear safety regulation of the TWRS privatized vendors processing the high-
level waste. The position outlined in the Draft RFP is that DOE/RL will do it.
There is consideration now by the top management of the NRC, the Chairman of
the Commission, encouraged by the Secretary of Energy and the Assistant
Secretary for ES&H, to have NF}C take over the regulation of Phase I.

We had a meeting with Jim Taylor and Hugh Thompson- pursuant to their
expressing interest and provided a detailed briefing of the situation to help them
understand the full ramifications of what they will be getting into. Attached per
your request is a copy of the briefing package we used.

The staff, under Carl Paperiello's direction has been considering the issue for the
NRC. | understand that a paper (SECY - ?} has been prepared and sent forward on
Thursday or Friday of last week. You might want to get a copy. As | remember,
the rule governing the avaialbility of these papers , is, they are public documents
and become available after the Commissioners have about 5 days to review the
material.

If you have any questions about the material, please let me know.

W Vet

Don Vieth

c.c. John Tseng (w/o encl)
Densesh Gupta (w/o encl)
Sandy Trine (w/o encl)
Mike Micholinas {w/o encl)
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