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_Yhe Honorable Hazel R. ofLeary :
S8ecretary of Energy
' quhington, D.C. 20585

Dear Madam Secretary:

I have reviewed the Department of Energy’s Record of
Decision on tritium production. - I understand the decision to -
pursue a dual track strategy, one track relying on the S
development of accelerator technology and the other track looking
to utilize existing commercial light water nuclear reactor. '

facilities tritium development. = ~

I write because it is my view that the included option of
purchasing irradiation services deserves special scrutiny from a
non-proliferation perspective. While it is true that tritium is
' not designated as a "special nuclear material," I am nonetheless
concerned that going to a practice of regularly purchasing
‘tritium from commercial reactors would unnecessarily mingle our
' defense nuclear program with our civilian power program. As the
Department pursues its assessment under the twin track strategy,
I would urge that it consult with the public and with other '
agencies of the government to determine the degree to which
exercising an option to purchase irradiation services would
compromise our ability to pursue with full vigor and success our
national non-proliferation strategy. - ' *

.I thank you for your consideration and attention to this
mitter and look forward to your reply. . o ‘

"'Nté;u;JSL:

.4 Ronald V. Dellums
" .Ranking Democrat

cc: Hon. Floyd Spence, Chairman - - : _ ~
Hon. Duncan Hunter, Chairman, Subcommittee on Military
. Procurement : K - " . _ .
Hon. Ike Skelton, Ranking Democrat, Subcommittee on Military
Procurement o v '



