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The Honorable Hazel R. O~Leary
Secretary of Energy
W@ington, D.C. 20585 “ .,

Dear Madam Secretary: ~‘
,..

I have reviewed the Department

1998

of Energy~s Record of ‘.
Decision on tritium production. I understandthe decision to
pursue.a dual track strategy,onetrack relying on the
developmentof acceleratortechnologyand the other track looking
to utilize existing commercial light water nuclearreactor
facilitiestritium development.

I write because,it”& my view thatthe included option of’.
purchasing irradiationservices deseryes special scrutiny from a .
non-proliferationperspective. While it is true that tritiun is “’
not des$~ated as a %pecial nuclear material,m I am nonetheless .
concerned that going to a practice of regularlypurchasing
&itiuh from commercialreactors would unnecessarilymingle our
defense nuclear program with our civilianpower program. As the
Departmentpursues its assessmentunder the twin track strategy,
I would.urge that it consult w“iththe public and with other
agencies of the gcnrernmentto dete~ine tie dewee to which
exercisingan option to purchase irradiationservices would
compromiseour ‘abilityto pursue with fulu vigor and success Our
natianal nbn-proliferationStrategy. .

I thank you for your considerationand attention to this
titter.and look foryard to your reply.
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.RankingDemocrat, ...

Floyd Spence, Chairman ““
Duncan Hunter, Chairman,Subcommitteeon M$litaV
Procurement ..

Ike Skelton,Ranking Democrat,Subcommitteeon Military
Procurement . ~
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