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November26, 1996

TheHonorable”HazelR O’Leary
SeGreteryof mwgy
1000 Independence Avenuq SW
Washington,DC 20585-1000

Dear Secretary O’Leary

The RockyFlats EnvironmentalTechnologySite (METS) is preparing to stabii
plutonium preeently conteinedin nitrate sohationsin Building 371. Section 3133(a)of~bfiG
Law 102-190provides that plutoniumoperationsrnsy not resume in this buMing until the
De&se NuclearFacilitk SafbtyBoard (Board) is satisfiedthat the Departnwnt of-s
(DOE)responseto three spade Board recommendationsis sufficientto ensure adequate
protectionof publichealthand safhty.

TheBoard has reviewedthe preparationsby RFETS for tank draining and solution
stabilizationusing the causticwaste treatment systuq as well as the results of DOB’s operational
readinessreview, This is an operationof limitedduration involvingsolutions with a raktively low
plutonium wncetitmtion. The solutionsare oontainedin tanks and piping that were awe part of
the productionprcwess.

TheBoard has had its stsffwnduct independent reviews of the planned stabiiton.
Based on the reviews to date, the Board has determinedthat the Seoretary’sresponses to Board
Reoomrnendations90-2,90-5, and 91-1, together with other actions taken at WETS, we
adequate to protect publichealth●ndsafktywith rupeot to startup of the caustic waste treatment
- in BuiW~ 371. NO~ditioJ@ Bo~ d~ti~tion is nc=ssuy befbrc this solution .
stabilidon pro- in Building371 begins, The Board will continue its ovmight ofDOE
solutionstabilizationactivitiesrelated to both worker and publichealth and cafbty.
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Though the Board concurs with startingthe stabilizationas planned, it suggests that the
proow of staMidon shouldbe completedby flushingthe tanks being mp@4 to promote
readinessfix ultimateremediition and disposal of the tanks without a need fbr firther oleanup.

c TheHonorableThornaaP, Grumbly
ThaHonorableAlvinL. Alm
Mr.MarkB. Whitaker,Jr.
Ms, JesseRoberaon


