
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

w 141999

The Honorable John T. Conway
Chairman
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
625 Indiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20004-2901

41

With this letter I am pleased to report early completion of one of the commitments
found in the Department’s 94-1 Implementation Plan. The closure package for
this commitment, as described in the Department’s interface manual, Interface
with the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DOE M 140.1-1A), is enclosed.
The following commitment is proposed for closure:

311 Stabilize Rocky Flats residue IDC 333- July 1999

We continue to closely track progress on all Recommendation 94-1 commitments
and will keep you and your staff apprised of our progress. If you have any

questions. please contact me or have your staff callmeon202/586-5151.

Sincerely, ~-

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary’for
Nuclear Materials and Facility Stabilization

Office of Environmental Management

Enclosure

cc w/ enclosure:
M. Whitaker, S-3.1

@
PrintOd withwynk OnrecycMmper
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ROCKY l?LATS IWMJI OFFICE WEEKLY REPORT

April 28,1999

I. Schedule

Name: Jessie Robcrson, Rocky Flats Field OffIce
Event: Rocky Flats Cleanup Agreement Principals’ Mccling
Location: De.nvcr, CO
Date: May 7, 1999

Name: Jessie Roberson, Rocky Flats Field Office
Event: Field Managers’ meeting
Location: Las Vcgris, NV
Date: May 12, 1999
Acting: TBD

11; Key Departmental News

Visit on Potential IAEA Vulncrabilithx (Rocky Flats): On ApriI 29, staff from
the Defense Treaty Inspection Readiness Program, Defense ThIx@ Reduction
Agency, will visit Rocky Flats for a scoping meeling in iidvance of u Deptiment

of Dcfcnsc (DOD) vulnerability assessment on strengthened safeguards
inspec[i ons by the International Atomic Energy Agency (MEA). The Protocol for
Addiliona] Agrccmcnts for the United States, which calls for cnhanccd acCCSSby

the IAEA for safeguards inspections, was approved by the IAEA Board of
Governors in June 1998 and awaits ratification by the U.S. Senate, The U.S.
Protocol provides for enhanced data submission to the lAEA, enhanced access to
the Site, and the taking of environmental samples, cxccpt whcm such data or,
sumpling would divulge infolmrition of national sccunty significtmcc. The DOD
is concerned that this enhanced access may divulge information relating to DOD
work-for-others activities at DOE sites. This vulnerability assessment ii intended
to satisfy those concerns. Depending on the outcome of the scoping meeting, lhc
vulnerability assessment may be canceled.

111. Work on Secretarial Initiatives

Acccleratcd Closure of Sites

Pondcrete Radioactive Waste Removed Ahead of Schedule (Rocky l’lats): On

April 19. Rocky Plats met a major milestone in its plan for accelerated site closure
by shipping the remaining 186 cubic mctcm of pondcrete offsile, compacting



shipment ofthctotzd 13,469 cubic meters. Thcaccomplishment meets a Rocky
I%ts Cleanup Agrccmcnt rcquircmcnt 13 months ahead of schcdulc.

Audit of Salt and LECO Crucible Repackaging Process: The Rocky Flats
Environmental ‘1’cchnology Site passed the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant’s audit
(with Ncw Mexico Environmental Division’s observation) during the week of
April 12 with no significant findings. The Site -eived high marks for significant

improvcmcms, quick corrective ac~ions, interface, integration, and proactivcncss.
The Environmental Protection Agency will conduct tin oversight audit of these
processes during April 27-29.

Completion of DNFSB 94-1 Commitment (Rocky Flats): Dcfcnsc Nuclear

o

Facilities Sarety Board 94-1 Implementation Plan commitment number311 to

3/1 stabilized residue IDC 333 ww completcci on April 21, WC1lahead of the July
1999 commitment. A total of 2.8 kg of IDC 333 (cnlcium metal) was stabilized
through (hc Building 559 laboratory. During processing, 1,1 kg of material was
discovered to be ash residues vice calcium memlt The mislabeled mialerial was
rcl abcled and wi 11be processed along wilh other ash residues.

Building 779 Decommissioning (Rocky FJats): Glovcbox removal is nearly
complete with 4 gloveboxes remaining out of 134 originally in the facility. Onc
of the glovcboxcs will be shipped to Los Alamos and the other three will be size
rcducccl. Contaminated ducting removal has started in Annex A room 150 and
Rnom 218 in Building 779, Some predemolition work has begun on J3ui1ding 729

including cu(ting on the roof in prcpamtion for roof pwwl rcmowd.

Site Shipment of Tanks and Glovebuxes (Rocky Flats): The Rocky Flats
Environmental Technology Site shipped 8 glovcboxcs and 16 solution tanks to
Florida Intemaliond University (FfU) and Sandia Labs. For FIU, the shipment
consisted of 11 tanks and 5 glovcboxcs for usc as equipment demonstration units.
The FIU provides Lhese mock-ups for t~hnology ~esearch efforts and for
commercial vendors to demonstrate new tcchnolc)gy innovations, Sandia received
5 tanks and 3 glovcboxcs for a D&D robotics and cutting technology
demonstration.

Iv. Press Inquiries

~olumn on Protection of Classified Material (Rocky Flats): A
wri Ler/researcher for syndicated columnist Jack Anderson, conlacted the Rocky
Flats Field OffIcc April 21 for information ~datcd to a column that is being
written related to protection of classified material.



&

Cobalt-60 Story (Rocky Flats): A Rocky Mountain New reporlcr is working on
feature story on a Cobalt-60 source that will soon be lemovcd from Building 779
in prepamli on for the building to bc demolished.

v. FOIA Requests

Rocky Flats: FOIA request was rcccivcd via the Headquarters FOIA Office on
April 20. ‘l’he request is from an individual who is sccldng 6 items of
information. which may include procurement information on 12 specific projects
that are being clone by the contractor’s subcontractor(s) at the Rocky Fiats
Environmcntid Technology Site.

Rocky Flats: FOIA request was rcccivcd via fax on April 22. The request is
from an individual seeking 11 specific items of infornmtion concerning the Health
Effects and Clinic Scrviccs at the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site
with respect to DynCorp’s Solicitation No. DYN-BMW-706083.

VI. Grants, Economic Announcements and Publications

VII. Climate Change

VIII. Disustcr Assistance

gz!c!!L
Jessie M. Roberson
Manager


